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KATHPUTALI
-A Folklore of the Himalayas-

Scene 1　A mountain village　 (7:00 a.m.)

Performer:　Krishna, Radhika, Village Girlｓ

March　1970
A Cart pulled by oxen appears from the mountains with Machapurnchare in the background.
Krishna is on the cart holding a stick. There is a load of grain with Krishna’s wife Radhika sitting on top in the cart.

　　Ramesh (monolog):  There is an old folklore told in my village. Every year during the festival season, a fairy comes from the mountain of the gods. But the fairy takes the form of a putppet, an donly children can see the true appearance of the fairy. People say that an important inspiration is given to those who see the fairy. But as the children grow up they cannot see the fairy any longer. I think I saw the fairy when I was a boy, but now it is all a memory of long ago.
Women in the village try to cross in front of the cart; they are carrying empty jars. Krishna sees them and shouts:
　 Krishna:  Wait! Stop!!

The women stop and turn around.

　 Krishna: Don’t know, crossing my path with empty jugs may bring me back luck. 
　 Village Girl A:　 Then wait here until we fill our jars jugs with water. / Then there is no problem.
A village Girl, Mairi brings a jar with water.

  Village Girl B： Oh, here comes Mairi with a jug full of water. / Mairi come cross in front of his cart. 
  Mairi: Now this will bring you luck!
  Krishna: Thank you, girls. I will find good fortune on this trip.  Girl B： That’s good, have a safe trip. 
  Krishna: We’ll go now. Girls, take care.
The cart pulls away from the girls. Radhika takes the carrier of the cart. Radhika also greets the girls. Girls wave back while talking to each other.

　　Village Girl C： They come every year now, don't they? 

　　Village Girl D：　Yes, every year.
　　Village Girl B：　But they never seem to get older.

　　Village Girl A：　Perhaps it’s in their family. 
The girls laugh loudly.　The cart goes over the pass.

  Title : KATHPUTALI
Scene 2  Festival (3:00 p.m.)

Performers：　Maya, Ramesh, Govinda, Bire, Shaym, Shiba, Shambu, Village people

The festival is held in the village square. Various kinds of temporary street stalls full of items.  Colorful flags, music and sounds attract the village people.　Ramesh (at 5 years of age) and his grandmother Maya (65) enter the scene.  Ramesh stares at four boys who run toward him. One of the boys (Bire), greets Maya.

　 Bire : Namasute (Hello).

 　Maya: Namasute, Oh, you boys are also here.
Bire points to Ramesh and asks Maya:

　 Bire : Maya, who is this boy?

  Maya: This is my grandson.
  Bire : But we have never seen him. Where is he from?
  Maya: Ah, he came from Kathmandu to see the festival. 

The children are surprised.

　 Shyam: Oh from Kathmandu. That’s why he’s well-dressed.
　 Govinda: Seems smart, too.
　 Maya: Now, you boys play together. 
Scene 3  At a puppet show  (3:00 p.m.)

Performer： Krishna, Radhika, Maya, Ramesh, Govinda, Bire, Shaym, Shambu, village people
A lot of people surround the stage on which are Krishna and Radhika.　Radhika manipulates a marionette (Kathputali); Krishna plays a small stringed instrument (Sarangi).　Maya and some children make up the audience. 
　  Maya:　Look, it’s Kathputali (puppet) ! Isn’t it fun?
Ramesh looks admiringly at the dance of the puppet. The puppet seems to be alive.  The dance ends.  Krishna says to the audience:

　 Krishna : Now, children! If you enjoyed the Kathputali dance, / please buy a windmill ! Look how beautifully they spin!
Maya gives Ramesh some money, saying….

　 Maya:　Ramesh dear, buy a windmill. 
　 Krishna : Come! Come and buy at least one! 
　 Maya : Radhika, give him one.
Radｈiｋa hands Ramesｈ a windmill.
  Radhika: Oh, little boy, I’ll give you a good one that spins well. 
　 Maya: Give her the money.
Radhika receiving the money, says:
　 Radhika : Oh, you are a good boy! 

　 Maya: All right, go and play with your friends. 

  Govinda: Let’s go. 

Maya and Radhika smile and watch as the children run off.

　 Radhika : Ah, he is gone. He is such a cute boy.
Maya agrees. The children are joyfully running after Ramesh.

Scene 4  At a brook  (4:00 p.m.)
Performers: Ramesh, Govinda, Bire, Shaym, Shambu
Ramesh runs with the windmill in his hand. The children come to a waterfall in front of a watermill. 
   Bire : What’s your name?

 　 Ramesh: Ramesh.
 　 Bire: I’m Bire and this is my brother Govinda, / and this is Shyam and Sembhu. 

 　 Shyam: Shyam.
 　 Sambhu: Sambhu.
　　 Bire: Say Ramesh, how about if we be friends from today? 
Ramesh nods.

   Bire: Will you give me the windmill? I want to spin it like the waterwheel.
   Shyam: No. no, it’ll get broken.

   Ramesh: I want to try it.
 　 Bire: Good, I’ll do it for you then. 

Scene 5   At the brook (4:00P.M.)

Performers :　Ramesh, Govinda, Bire, Shaym, Shambu
They spin the windmill using the water from the stream. The windmill spins in the spray and spins beautifully.  The children shout with pleasure.  The next moment, the windmill is carried away by the force of the river.  The children remain standing vacantly by the waterfall. Bire says to Ramesh:

   Bire: It’s gone. Bye, now!
Bire, Shyam and Sambu leave. Govinda apologizes to Ramesh.

　 Govinda: It’s my brother’s fault that the windmill is lost. I’m sorry.
Ramesh nods.
　 Govinda: Do you want me to take you home?
　 Ramesh: I can go by myself, Govinda.

Ramesh leaves.

Scene 6  A road in the village (later in the evening )

Performer: Ramesh
Ramesh walks alone to Maya’s house, sobbing.

Scene 7  Maya’s House (7:00 p.m.)
Performers:　Maya, Ramesh, Harimaya (Ramesh’s mother), Rambhadur (his father)

Ramesh’s family is having dinner at Maya’s house. Maya carries in some dishes.  Ramesh’s mother, Harimaya, helps Maya. Harimaya asks Ramesh:

　　Harimaya: What’s wrong, Ramesh?  Why don’t you eat? 
Rambhadur also asks Ramesh:

 　Rambhadur: What happened?  Did you have a quarrel with the boys?
Harimaya looks surprised.
　　Harimaya: Did you have a fight?

Ramesh shakes his head.
　　Harimaya: Then what happened?
Maya doesn't say anything, but smiles. Just then an ox moos from the barn.

　　Maya: Oh, maybe the oxen are also hungry.
Rambhadur is surprised and says:

　　Rambhadur: Do we have cattle in our barn? 

　　Maya:  No son, the oxen are not ours. / Every year a couple comes from the moutains to give the Kathputali show. / I have them stay in my barn.
Ramesh sees MAYA hearing the story of MAYA.
　Harimaya: Kathputali show? I didn’t know.
  Rambhadur: I don’t remember seeing any.
  Maya: They use to stay next door. / After the old lady there died, they have been using our barn.
　 Rambhadur: I see.
Maya takes a plate from the shelf and it passes it to Ramesh saying…
　Maya: Ramesh dear. / Go and take these sealroti to the barn.

Ramesh looks a bit suspicious.

　　Maya: Just go dear…
Ramesh nods.

Scene 8  In the barn  (7:30 P.M.)

Performers: Ramesh, Nisha
Ramesh has a lamp in one hand and the ‘Sealroti’ in the other hand. As he enters the barn he sees two oxen. When Ramesh approaches, one ox snuffles him and scares him. Ramesh falls down.

  Nisha(off camera): Who is it?
Nisha sticks out her head from up the stairs and says:
　 Nisha: What are you surprised at?
  Ramesh: Who are you? Why are you here?
  Nisha: My name is Nisha. Did Maya send these? / Sealroti, sealroti
Nisha comes down from the stairs with a smile. Nisha faces Ramesh. Nisha takes one ‘Sealroti’ and eats. She says:

 　Nisha: Oh! This is delicious! / I love to visit this village, / and I stay at Maya’s house, for she makes these delicious sealroti. / Do you like them? 

Ramesh seems dumbfounded.
  Nisha: Umm… what was your name?
  Ramesh: …Ramesh.
  Nisha: Ramesh, I see.  [Shall we sit?]
Nisha takes Ramesh by the hand and leads him to a log, where they sit down.

  　Nisha: Here have some. 

Nisha puts a ‘Sealroti’ in Ramesh’s mouth. Ramesh takes a bite of the ‘Sealroti’ from her hand. 
  Ramesh: This is good.
 　Nisha: Everyone loves Maya’s sealroti.

Ramesh: Do you know anyone in this village? / Do you know Govinda?
　 Nisha: Yes. He is a little naughty, but he’s has a warm heart. 

  Ramesh: And who else?  How about your school friends?
 　Nisha: I don’t go to school. / We move from village to village doing dance shows. / You’ve met my parents Krishna and Radhika.
Nisha stands up.

  Nisha: They’re upstairs. Come.
Ramesh looks ashamed.
  Ramesh: But I have lost my windmill. 
  Nisha: How?
  Ramesh: It was carried away by the stream. 
 　Nisha: Why did you put it in the stream? 
Ramesh looks down, and seems nervous. Suddenly the voice of Bire is heard from outside.

  Bire: It was my fault. / I wanted to spin it like a waterwheel.
Bire and his younger brother Govinda appear. Ramesh looks up at them. Bire is holding a lamp. Govinda is carrying a plate with food on it.

  Ramesh: Govinda, Why are you here?
  Bire: Maya asked us to take these sweets to the barn. / The other boys will come, too.
Nisha smiles.

  Nisha: Let’s go upstairs and dance. 
Scene 9　Maya’s House　(7:30 p.m.)
Performers: Maya, Harimaya, Rambhadur, Shyam, Shiba, Sambu

Maya, Rambhadur, and Harimaya are having dinner in Maya’s house. They listen to the music coming from the barn. Rambhadur and Harimaya glance at each other momentarily, but they keep eating. Maya looks out through the window quietly. A light can be seen in the barn. Other children in the vicinity are enticed by the music and they approach the barn. Maya sees it, and smiles.

Scene 10　　Upstairs in the barn　(7:30 p.m.)

Performers: Ramesh, Nisha, Krishna, Radhika, Govinda, Shyam, Shiba, Sambu, Children in the village
Nisha dances beautifully in the barn, while the music that Krishna plays on the ‘Sarangi’ fills the room.  Radhika supplies the rhythm by beating a drum (Madal).  The children are clapping their hands.  Nisha whirls as she dances among the children. Nisha presents each of the children with a windmill as she moves by.  They dance with Nisha following Bire, who holds a windmill. The children's shouts of joy are clear and rise in the clear air.

Scene 11　　A mountain pass (Morning)
Performers:  Ramesh, Nisha, Krishna, Radhika, Govinda, Bire, Shyam, Sambu

The cart leaves the pass.　The children with their windmills see off the cart.

　 Children: Good-bye, Nisha. See you again next year! 
Nisha is sitting on the back of the cart waves enthusiastically. 

　 Nisha: Everybody take care! / Ramesh you too take care! 
　 Ramesh: Bye-bye Nisha, come again next year.
  Nisha: Good-bye. See you.

Scene 12　On the road（noon）

10 years later．March 1980.
A bus passes, raising a cloud of dust.
Title: [10 years later]
Scene 13　On the bus（noon）
Performers: Ramesh, Rambhadur, Harimaya, Ramesh’s younger brother Pracas (six years old), Ramesh’s younger sister, Sukuna (one year old).
Ramesh, Rambhadur, Harimaya, and Parkas sit on the bus. Harimaya holds Sukuna. Everyone has a depressed expression. Ramesh is reading a textbook.

Scene 14　Bus stop（noon）

Performers: Ramesh, Rambhadur, Harimaya, Pracas, Sukuna, Govinda, village people

The bus arrives at the stop in the village. The people of the village meet it. The expression of the people in the village is also sad.  The people in the village help to unload Ramesh's family's luggage. Ramesh slowly gets off, and is the last of the family to do so.　
　 Rambhadur: How is Maya ? 
　 A　villager:　She is seriously ill.

　 Rambhadur:　Let's hurry.

Govinda finds Ramesh, and runs up to Ramesh saying…
　 

  Govinda: Ramesh.
　 Ramesh: Govinda ?

　 Govinda: Yes. So you still remember me.
Ramesh and Govinda embrace each other. Rambhadur speaks to Ramesh. He turns around.

　 Rambhadur: Ramesh, we must go.
　 Ramesh: Yes, father. 

　 Govinda: I am glad you are here.  You know that Maya is ill?
　 Ramesh: Yes, that’s why we are here. 
Govinda: Maya loves every child in the village. / Maya was especially proud of you. / We didn’t do well in school. / But you were smart.
Ramesh: No. I still have lots more to learn.
Govinda: That's why you are reading a text book.
Ramesh shamefully conceals a book.

　 Govinda: It’s all right. Study hard and help us in the village some day. / That is what Maya wished for, too.
　 Ramesh: I want to help my country. 

　 Govinda: That’s all right. Let’s hurry to Maya.
Scene 15　Maya’s bedroom (afternoon) 

Performers: Maya, Ramesh, Rambhadur, Harimaya, Pracas, Sukuna, Govinda, various relatives, village people, a Shaman
The Shaman performs a ritual dance while pounding on a drum. The relatives and neighbors are anxiously watching him. Maya is in critical condition, but she opens her eyes. She looks at the surrounding people.

　 Rambhadur: Mother! Mother! / Can you see me?

　 Maya: Yes, dear. 
  Harimaya: We are all here. 
  Maya: Where are my grandchildren?

  Rambhadur: We all are here. 

  Harimaya: Prakash is 6 years old now. This is Sukuna, she’s 1 year old. / I know you have not seen her before.
  Maya: Where is Ramesh?
　 Rambhadur: Ramesh, come here.
Ramesh comes.　He greets her by touching his head to Maya's foot.

　　Harimaya: Your grandson is hoping to go to high school. / He is studying very hard.　 
Rambhadur: He is always the top in the class. / Ramesh, say something to Grandma. 
Maya nods happily.

　 Maya: I’m happy you could come. / You were always a good boy. / You were always caring. / Study hard and be a good man. / I wish I could have seen your marriage.
Maya gives a big cough and falls unconscious. The Shaman scatters grains of rice to drive away the evil spirits causing her illness. The Shaman holds the rice on a ‘Tapari’ leaf. He says to Ramesh:

　 Shaman: Boy, take these and throw them in the river. 
Ramesh goes out holding the ‘Tapari’ leaf.
Scene 16  At the brook  (afternoon) 

Performers: Ramesh, Nisha

Ramesh sits on the river bank and carefully puts the ‘Tapari’ leaf into the stream. Nisha’s voice is heard from behind him.
　 Nisha: Ramesh! 
Ramesh turns around.
　 Nisha: Ramesh, here.
Nisha sits down on the river bank. Ramesh turns to Nisha and says:

  Ramesh: Nisha, is it you?
  Nisha: Yes! It’s me. You remembered me!

Ramesh: You only come down from the mountains during the festival? / Why you are here, now?

  Nisha: I heard that Maya is sick. / She used to be very kind to me. /  How is she? 

　 Ramesh: She has grown old and is very weak. 

 　Nisha: You are not sad?
Ramesh: I am sad, but what can I do? / I cannot worry about Maya’s illness. / My high-school exams will be given soon. / I have to go back to Kathmandu.
  Nisha: What?  Where?
 　Ramesh: Back to the capital, where the King lives. 
  Nisha: Are you going to be the King’s servant?

  Ramesh: No, I want to go to high school. / Then I hope to study overseas. Japan, England or  America. / That’s why I must study hard. 

  Nisha: Why do you want to go overseas? 
  Ramesh: Because I have to help develop Nepal. / I will be an engineer and construct tall buildings. / We have to modernize our country. / Look at our village, all the houses are old and in shambles.
Ramesh says this while looking at an old house in the village.

  Ramesh: We have to rebuild these old houses.

Nisha seems sad. And she says to Ramesh:

  Nisha: Why do you have to destroy these beautiful houses?
  Ramesh: You don’t know anything. / You don’t even go to school. You should go to school. /  You must grow up.

Ramesh watches the face of Nisha, who is surprised.

　 Ramesh: But you haven’t changed at all. / May be it’s because you don’t go to school. 
　 Nisha: It is in my family. / I am a dancer. I just want to be a good dancer. / Ramesh, my good friend, please don’t leave this village. 
  Ramesh: Why do you say that?  I have to go back. 

Nisｈa starts to cry.

  Nisha: No, no Ramesh!  / I won’t let you to leave the village!
Nisha blocks his way.

  Nisha: Don’t go! / Stay here with me.
Ramesh gets angry.
  Ramesh: Don’t do this. / I can’t live like you. 

Ramesh starts to leave. Nisha looks lonely, turns to Ramesh, and says:

  Nisha: If you must go, I have something to tell you.

Ramesh stops and he turns to Nisha. Nisha says seriously:

　 Nisha: Don’t forget your home village, please. 

Ramesh thinks a moment and he says:

  Ramesh: I will not forget this village.

Ramesh leaves Nisha and walks away. Nisha smiles a little sadly and she says:

  Nisha: Goodbye, Ramesh! Don’t forget me. 

Ramesh stops and looks back again. Nisha is not there.　A windmill is on the riverbank. Ramesh picks up the windmill.　The windmill suddenly begins to spin and goes faster and faster. Ramesh tries not to look at it.　Maya's voice is heard.

  Maya (OverVoice): Ramesh. my dear. Study hard and be a good man.  

The windmill is blown out of Ramesh’s hand and it falls into the river. Ramesh watches in surprise as the stream carries it away. 

Scene 17  Bedroom (evening) 
Performers: Maya, Rambhadur, Harimaya, Pracas, Sukuna, Govinda, Relative's people, Village people, Witch doctor
Maya has just passed away.  The people near her bow down.

Scene 18  Town　scape of Kathmandu (afternoon)

30 years later（Maｒｃｈ,2010）

Scene opens by vivid Kathmandu Street. Sound from a lot of honkers is heard. Old bus exhausts a stream of dirty gas. Grand Buddhist temple of Patan is as a background. The whole scenes are a sort of mixture of middle ages with modern times.

  Title: 30 years later

Scene 19  KVPT  Office room (3：00 p.m)

Building and signboard of “Kathmandu Valley Preservation Trust”　
Scene 20  in the office of KVPT (3：00 p.m.)

Performer: Ramesh(44 years old), Kikuchi, Ohsaki, Bijaya, Sabitri

Ramesh talks to the telephone on the desk in the office getting angry.

Ramesh :　Why don’t they understand? / These houses lie inside the old Patan province.  They are not permitted to break it down. / Tell them that it’s a part of the world heritage site. / Just stop them. /

Tell them that it a request from KVPT’s RAMESH. / Stop them by all means.

 Understand? / I am hanging up. 

Ramesh　hangs up still getting angry. Ramesh sighs and says.

　 Ramesh: Why don’t they understand?
The voice of Sabitri is heard.

  Sabitri: Mr. Ramesh. Visitors from Japan are here to see you.

  Ramesh: Oh, Professor Kikuchi!!

Kikuchi and Ohsaki from Japan, enter the office.

　 Kikuchi: Namasute Mr. Ramesh. Long time no see. How are you? 

　 Ramesh: Fine. Yes, it’s been a long time.
　 Ohsaki: Namasute.
  Ramesh: Namasute.

  Kikuchi: Ohsaki, This is my old student Mr. Ramesh.
  Ohsaki: Yes, I’m Ohsaki, nice to meet you.

  Ramesh: Welcome to KVPT. Please come.

Ramesh guides them to the chairs. They all sit down.

  Kikuchi: It’s been a while. / I have heard that your job is very successful.

  Ramesh: It’s not like that, professor. Every thing doesn’t go as planned. / There is always some kind of problem.

  Ohsaki: Excuse me, Mr. Ramesh. What kind of work do you do?
  Ramesh: We are trying to protect ancient architectures of Nepal. / Also we work to inform the public of the importance of our heritage. 
  Kikuchi: Certainly. It is so precious that you have a whole city unchanged from the middle ages. The trust is protecting a treasure for all mankind.
  Ramesh: Only foreigners can appreciate that. / The people here don’t realize that. / That’s why we have problems.

  Kikuchi: Yes, many Nepalese don’t realize the preciousness of their treasure. People like Mr. Ramesh are few.
  Ohsaki: But you came to Japan to study modern architecture technology. / Why are you working for old architectures now? 

  Ramesh: I don’t know why myself. / It was an inspiration from deep within me. / Where is the tea?
  Kikuchi: Unfortunately we have to go soon. / We came to see the Harinarayan mansion. 

  Ramesh: Oh yes! Harinarayan mansion is almost 250 years old. 

  Kikuchi: Last year you showed slides at the conference in London. I would love to see the beautiful carved windows myself.
  Ramesh: Your schedule is pretty tight. / I am a bit busy right now, but I will have someone take you. Is that all right?
  Kikuchi: Of course, thank you.
Ramesh orders Bijaya and Sabitri.

  Ramesh: Bijaya and Sabitri, take them to the Harinarayan mansion. 

Bijaya and Sabitri see each other.

  Ramesh: I mean the old mansion near the Kumbeshor temple. 

  Bijaya: They have taken down the mansion last week, sir.
  Sabitri: The mansion was getting too old, the owner tore it down without official permission. 

  Bijaya: While you were away on business. 

  Ramesh: What ?

The face of Ramesh is pale.

Scene 21  Demolition site (3：30 p.m.)

Performer: Ramesh(44 years old), Kikuchi, Ohsaki, Bijaya, Sabitri，Landlord
Ramesh run to the demolition site. The new building is under construction. Ramesh ask loudly to the landlord standing there.

  Ramesh: What have you done? / This is a country heritage. 
  Landlord: What are you talking about? / Everybody has started building new houses. / Why should we have to live in that old mansion. / Rain was leaking, so we took it down.
Kikuchi ask to Ramesh.

  Kikuchi:  What is he saying?

  Landlord: Oh! Japanese gentlemen. You have tall buildings in Japan. / I’ll also build tall buildings here.
  Ramesh: How can you say that? / I am trying to save Nepalese heritage. / But you are just keep destroying them. / When will you understand?  / I’m sick and tired, I don’t think I can continue this work.
Scene 22  Living room in Ramesh’s house (night) 

Performer: Ramesh, Rosani, Ramesh’s Son Suraj(5 years old)

Ramesh is drinking a glass of Scotch, and is relaxing on the sofa. His son, Suraj coughs repeatedly in the room. His wife, Roshani gently pat the back of Suraj.  Roshani watches Ramesh’s face. She walks to Ramesh. 

  Roshani: Please, don’t be so depressed, dear.  

  Ramesh: What else can I do?  My work is all in vain. / I want to quit working for the trust. 

  Roshani: Take a leave for few days. / Let’s go back to your village.

Ramesh thinks a while says…
  Ramesh: Maya’s house, you mean?
  Roshani: Yes! I mean Maya’s house. / The doctor said staying in Kathmandu is not helping our son’s asthma. / The village’s clean air will help his asthma. / The rape blossom  must be beautiful there now. 

Ramesh sees Suraj. Suraj appropriates the suction apparatus to the mouth. And, he hears the parents' conversations with worry. Ramesh says, while recalling something.

  Ramesh:　Yes. It’s also the time for the dancing girl to visit the village. / Her family used to stay in our barn.　/ I don’t remember much, / but I feel I got a lot of Prerana（inspiration） from the girl.
  Roshani: Was the dancing girl your first lover?

  Ramesh: No, She is nothing like that. 

Ramesh laughs.

  Roshani: I wish to meet them, but can we stay Maya’s house? 
  Ramesh: Nobody was living there after Maya passed away, but my sister has moved in 2 years ago. / I’m sure we can stay there. 

Ramesh calls Suraj.

  Ramesh: Suraj, do you want to go to Maya’s house?

Suraj nods.
Scene 23  Road to the country (afternoon)

The Ramesh family car runs to the country.  Beautiful village scene extends.

Scene 24  Maya’s　house (2:00 p.m.)

Performer: Ramesh, Rosani, Suraj, Sukuna, woman-helpers.

Suraj plays in the field of yellow flowers, while Rosani and Sukuna set the table. Ramesh goes out to the veranda, and watches Suraj.
  Rosani: Suraj’s asthma seems better now. / It's like magic, he has stopped coughing now.
  Sukuna: Shall I keep him here with me? / Or will you live with us? 
  Roshani: It is all right with me, but what about your job? / Can you find a job here?

  Ramesh: I don’t think there is work for me here, / but then I don’t know how I should spend my life.
Ramesh watches Suraj. Suraj is playing happily.
  Sukuna: There is always work for a man in this village. / You are welcome back, Ramesh. 
Ramesh leaves silently.
  Roshani: Where are you going? 
  Ramesh: I am going to meet my old friend Govinda. 

Scene 25  Village center (3:00 p.m.)

Performer: Ramesh 

There are concrete buildings are built between the old houses. Ramesh walks on an old road with a wistful expression.  A motorcycle passes by him roaring.

Scene 26 Govinda’s Restaurant　(3:30 p.m.) 

Performers: Ramesh, Govinda, Shyam, Guests in the restaurant

A signboard says: "Govinda’s Restaurant". Ramesh and Govinda embrace each other.

  Govinda: Ah, Ramesh! I hardly recognized you! How are you? 

  Ramesh: I’m fine. How are you? 
  Govinda: I’m fine too. When did you arrive, and did you come alone? 

  Ramesh: I came today, with my family. 
  Govinda: Why suddenly?

  Ramesh: My son is suffering from asthma.
  Govinda: The village air here will cure his asthma. / Let’s have a toast. It’s on the house
  Ramesh: It’s still early afternoon.

  Govinda: Don't worry.

  Govinda: Hey fellows, make room for my old friend, Ramesh. 
Shyam stands up among the guests.

  Shyam: Oh, Ramesh, my old friend,. / Fellows, he is from Kathmandu.

The guests in the restaurant stand up and then sit down, some offering their seats. 
Sham says with a wistful look:
  Shyam: Do you recognize me Ramesh? 
  Ramesh: Of course, Shayam, you stole a hen from the neighbors once./ How are you getting on? 

  Shyam: I didn’t study hard as you did. / So now I heard cows, sell firewood, and stuff like that.

  Ramesh: I think that’s a wonderful life, I envy you. / The air is so clean up here.

  Shyam: You’re only worried we might all move to the city, right?

  Ramesh: No, not at all!

Pleasant laughter.

  Govinda: Friends, Cheers! 

  All: Cheers!

  Ramesh: The old hometown is so relaxing. / I am so happy to see old friends again. 
  Shyam: Why don’t you stay here? We can start a farm!.

  Ramesh: That’s a pleasant idea.

  Govinda: No, no, Shayam. / Ramesh has a very important job in Kathmandu. / He is working to save our country’s art and architectures, right?

  Ramesh: You’re right, but I am tired out. It’s no use. / Our people must understand the value of our own history.

  Govinda: Every job is alike. It is never easy. / My restaurant is the same. / They come, eat, and drink / and don’t pay. 

  Customer A: What do you mean?
  Govinda: Oh, shut up. / Ramesh, take a rest. Then, return to your job. / You are the hope of this village. 
  Shyam: Yes, you are our hope.

  Costumer A: Please protect our cultural roots!
  Govinda: Fellows, once more then.. / Cheers!
  All: Cheers.

Everyone toasts again. Ramesh drinks up with a wry smile. Everyone laughs loudly as Ramesh empties a glass at a gulp.　 Ramesh shakes his head after drinking so much. 
He starts asking everyone questions:
Ramesh: Every year, during this season, the dancer girl’s family would come. Do they still come?

　Govinda: The dancing girl? 

  Ramesh: Yes, the family with the daughter. / We danced together. / I want to show her my son. / She’s probably all grown up now. 

  Govinda: Does anybody remember a dancing girl? 
Govinda asks the other guests in the restaurant.  Everyone shakes his head. Ramesh  suspiciously says: 

  Ramesh: We danced together at Maya’s place.
  Shyam: I don’t remember that. 
  Ramesh: How could you forget? / We danced and played together. 
The guests in the restaurant look at each other and they shake their heads.

  Shyam: You’re a bit drunk. It must be the cheap alcohol.   
  Govinda: What?

  Shyam: You serve fake alcohol here.

  Govinda: That’s enough.
Shyam and Govinda poke each other in the ribs. Ramesh tries to recall his memories, desperately holding his cheeks in his hands.
  Ramesh: What was the name of that girl? / Her father used to play the Sarangi.
  Govinda: What was the song?

  Ramesh: la la la…..

  Govinda: That’s was the Kathputali song. / The family used to do the Kathputali show.
  Shyam: Yes, we all danced together like the Kathputali.

Shyam dances playfully. All the guests laugh. 

  Shyam: Like this? Ramesh?

  Ramesh: No, it was a girl, wasn’t it?

  Govinda: It was the Kathputali show that came every year. They never had a daughter.

Ramesh is surprised to get confused.

  Ramesh: Really?

A customer in the restaurant says to Ramesh:

  Customer B: I have seen them in the village square. / They will be going back to the mountains very soon.
Ramesh is surprised and says:

  Ramesh: Where did you see them?
Scene 27  Village square  (4:00 p.m.) 

Performer: Ramesh, Govinda, Krishna, Radiｈca

In the village square, Krishna and Radihca are preparing to depart.  Village children 
surround the cart. Krishna is loading the luggage on the cart.  Radihca shows children the dance of the puppet.  Laughter is sometimes heard from the children. Ramesh and Govinda watch them from a distance.

  Govinda: They are the same people you remember, aren’t they? / They don’t have any daughter.
Ramesh looks unconvinced. Then he watches as the doll dance continues.
  Ramesh: Those people. 

Ramesh stares at the face of Radihca.

  Ramesh: They don’t look any older. Isn’t it strange?

  Govinda: I didn’t notice. What bothers you?
Ramesh walks drunkenly toward the cart. Govinda stares aghast.

  Govinda: Maybe too much cheap alcohol.
Radihca notices Ramesh approaching. Smiling she bows and manipulates her puppet.

Ramesh addresses Radihca angrily:

  Ramesh: Where is your daughter? What happened to her?

Radihca doubtfully looks at him, still smiling.  She shows the puppet to Ramesh.  Ramesh is very surprised by the puppet.  Krishna whips the oxen, and the cart starts to move away.

  Krishna: Here, we go!
Small children follow the cart and the cart moves gradually faster. Ramesh tries to take one step forward, and to run after the cart. Govinda runs with him but stops Ramesh by holding his shoulder.

  Govinda: What’s wrong, Ramesh? / This time we’ll have better alcohol.

Ramesh watches the cart with a sad look. The cart goes up a slope and vanishes among the mountains.
Scene 28  Maya’s house　(5：00 p.m.) 

Performer: Ramesh, Rosani, Suraj, Sukuna, help women
Rosani and Sukuna prepare dinner in front of the house. Ramesh returns drunk.  Sukuna calls to Ramesh:

  Sukuna: Glad to see you back. / Did you drink a lot?  Did you meet your friends?

Ramesh sits in a chair smiling to cover his confusion.
  Ramesh: Yes, I met Govinda and Shyam.  We had a great time.

Rosani crosses to where Ramesh is sitting.

  Roshani: What are you going to do for work?

  Ramesh: I will continue to work for the trust. / My friends convinced me of the value of my work. 
.

Rosani and Sukuna look at each other and are at ease. Then, Rosani calls to Suraj, who is in the field: 
  Roshani: Come Suraj, dinner is ready!

Suraj plays alone in distant field of yellow flowers. Suraj doesn't pay attention to Rosani’s calls.

  Roshani: Suraj has been playing the whole day alone, will you bring him back?
  Ramesh: All right.
Ramesh gets up from the chair and goes out to Suraj.

Scene 29  Wildflower field (evening)

Performer: Ramesh, Suraj
Ramesh walks up to Suraj:
  Ramesh: Suraj. It is time for dinner. Come.
Suraj waves to someone. When Ramesh approaches, Suraj is holding something in his hand.  Ramesh recognizes it is a windmill.  Ramesh stares at it.  As he approach his eyes open wider and wider.  Ramesh quietly touches the windmill held by Suraj. That is the same windmill which he got from Nisha years ago.  Ramesh squats down beside Suraj and asks:

  Ramesh: Who gave you this?  Was someone here?

Suraj smiles and says:
  Suraj: A girl gave this to me.

Ramesh is impressed and embraces Suraj tightly.

  Ramesh: Oh, my son!
Scene 30  The pass  (evening)

Performers: Krishna, Radihca, Nisha
The cart with Krishna, Radihca, and Nisha moves on.  Nisha smiles and turns back to look at the village. The cart gets over a pass.
  Ramesh (monolog):  She probably is still the same. / I have grown up and cannot see her anymore.　/　But, I will not forget the inspiration she gave me. /

We must not forget our old friends, our own history. / Please don’t forget your home village. / Someone is waiting there for you.
THE END
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